
 

Vp Nature Conservation Projects Support 2021 
 
As we have committed to in our latest Environmental Policy, it is Vp’s aim to do no harm to the natural 
world. Despite diligently seeking to reduce our environmental footprint wherever possible, as detailed 
in our Sustainability Report, our business still creates waste and pollution. Until we reach a point 
where this is not the case, Vp has started and will continue to invest in nature conservation projects 
to address this imbalance.  
 
Project prioritisation criteria include the maximisation of long-term impact, opportunities for 
employee involvement and the improvement of at least two ecosystem services such as carbon 
sequestration or pollination services. Moreover, through project selection, we seek to reflect the 
diversity of UK ecosystems and showcase high impact interventions addressing climate change and 
biodiversity loss. 
 

Since 2014, Fauna and Flora International (FFI) have been working 
with coastal communities around Scotland to reverse the 
precipitous decline of fish catches and the associated loss of iconic 
animals and vital habitats such as basking sharks and seagrass 

meadows. FFI’s support has led to the creation of a Coastal 
Communities Network, with 18 members currently, which has 
enabled communities to realise their vision of healthier seas. 
Examples of this include the creation of the Lamlash marine 
protected area, seagrass meadow restoration and the exclusion 
of scallop dredging within protected areas. Funding from Vp via 
FFI is enabling the Coastal Communities Network to increase its 
support for direct marine protection and restoration of Scotland’s 
coastline, catalyse new opportunities and have a larger voice in 
the political arena. 
 

Peatlands store 4 times more carbon per unit area than any other terrestrial system. 
When peat is degraded it becomes an emitter of carbon rather than a sink and 4 per 
cent of the UK’s greenhouse gas emissions comes from such peatlands. Effective 
techniques to re-establish bog vegetation on 
areas of bare peat on elevated, wind-blown 

slopes are unknown to researchers worldwide but the Yorkshire 
Peat Partnership has begun to solve this with funding from Vp 
and Innovate UK.  It is the hope that this experimental 
restoration will find a solution to restore highly degraded 
peatland in Yorkshire and further afield in Tibet, Spain and the 
Falklands. This will help combat flooding, improve water quality, 
and conserve habitats as well as restore a crucial carbon sink. 
 

Vp are supporting the Nottinghamshire Wildlife 
Trust in two areas. At Attenborough Nature 
Reserve, Vp is 
helping to 

finance the management and expansion of wildflower meadow 
habitat through the grazing of rare breed livestock. Primarily this is 
helping address the 90 and 80 % reductions in lowland grasslands 
and insects respectively. Twinned with this is supporting the re-
introduction of beavers back into the county to bolster biodiversity 
and help combat flooding. Credit: Nick Upton 
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